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Story of the Crime ..
Charged to Shzllztanz

Here is the story - of. . the muredr for
which - Shillitani is Aundcr-, sentence. -0
death: R, .

Late on a &Murddy mght. :
1913, three shots rang out in thc hcaxt
of ihe New York Italidn (]Udl‘tel. The
reserves of the Mulbérry street polico
station raced down the street to find
one of their number lying dead in a
gutter and another dying nearby,
while in a dark hall.a gangsler wuagy
coughing to his death. from a Dbullet”
'wound in his cheét The' sldym had
‘made a clean ae(,-'uw..u

Out of the tangled ways of "an"’-
idom, through the maze of.the hatreds
and records of sudden and puzzling
deaths of the young Itnlmn r;unﬁght-
ers the police endeavoted to ‘track tha
murderer. The old: leaders, ' hecause of

the Rosenthal case. were. in. the .open,
and the younger men were coming un.

Sought Leadership.-

Leadership of one -of the rapidiy dis-
solving organizations. was the dream of
31-year-old Oresto thlhtani He " had
been at odds with the law since he was
11 years old.. when ‘he was sent to .the
house- of vefuge for two years_ for bur-
glary. In 1900 he was sent to Smg; Sing
for receiving stolen oods, d.l'ld blayed
there until 1911

The “Paper Box Iud " as he 5 \YdB
called, had swaggered through thc East
‘Side, boastm" that he carried a gun,
and how lie would use it. Mo had Gone
| sumption, anyway, and said he pre-
| ferred a sudden death.

[. But there was Rizzo—*John" Rizzo,
they called him-—who thad a greater
jreputation. He led a group, of flashily
dressed young Italians;who had found
that guarding strike-breakery in East

Side shops wuas casy and profitable. 1t
jalso presented an opportunity for ap-
‘proaching the very girls they were pzud
[ to protect.

Bought Pistol From Shillitani.

Rizzo one day shot Isador Streier, a.é
, striker, and was out on bail for that
.shooting when he was killed., He¢ had
‘bought the revolver from Shillitarij, but
hadn’t paid him. Rizzo only laughed
,When the “Paper Box Kid”’ asked *for
"the money-. R

That night (the night of the’ driple
murder), so a neighborhood story ran,
but which was not fully told at the
trial, Rizzo, flushed with’ dvink, was in
a poolrcom. Shillitani- sneaked quietly
in and slapped his open hand op the
table where Rizzo sat, with a demand in
2 loud voice for a payment. Rizzo raised
his eyelids slowly and then laughed.

Shillitani cursed, and wheeling about
walked out. A few minutes later a. fol-
lower of Rizzo dashed into the podlroom
and whispered to the drunken gangster
that Shillitani was outside waiting for
him, Rizzo laughed and said:

“That kid’s on his hst legs. I mlght
as well finish him up.”

The Murder Is Committed.

‘With his coat half on he staggered out
into the street. Then came the shots.

Upon learning of the poolroom episode
the police disregarded all other theories
and fixed upon Shillitani as the slayer.

Then a countrywide search for Shil-
litani was instituted. The dlarm was
sent out on the.afternoon of May §:-

- On May 1 it was announced that.an,
Itdhan girl of 16 had seen Sml]xtam do'
the shooting.

Nellie di Carlo was the star witness.
She told how she looked out, of 'a wi <
of her home and saw the clder Shill
“hand something shiny to hig
slipped- it up his right sleeve; how:Riz
came out of a poolroom eating ;
‘wich, dnd upon veaching thc !
shot bv Oresto; how th,

1ed dlld shot inm, hov
-and went to be
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